
                 The Sandwich Tax Rate –an explanation from our Principal Assessor 

 

1 – The question of tax rate level has several facets to it.  In attempting to address it as accurately as 

possible, I first want to establish the fact the a tax rate is the end formula of the total amount of tax 

levy that the Town raised each year, (based upon the budget as approved by the voters at Town 

Meeting each year) divided by the total valuation of Town. It is a division formula which is completed 

after two separate functions are accomplished. (Value setting and budget setting) 

 

In my (almost) 21 years here as Director of Assessing, I have noted, when asked, a couple of 

telling valuation factors as to why Sandwich’s tax rate is higher than the other Cape towns 

 

The main reason, from the value perspective, is distribution of value. Sandwich has not only a 

predominantly residential tax base, but also one that has fewer high end valuations like one sees in 

the “warm-water” (Nantucket Sound) communities. Bourne, Mashpee, Falmouth, Barnstable, 

Yarmouth, Dennis, and Harwich all have a large amount of high value residential areas (on a 

percentage basis). This collective value base serves to lower tax impact, by distribution on the median 

value properties, which in many cases, derive very few of the higher end service costs due to their 

seasonal usage (schools, year round public safety), similar to Commercial/Industrial properties 

 

In fact, this tax/service exchange is at the forefront of all discussions considering the expansion of 

commercial/industrial properties, and really is no different when examining higher end residential 

values. 

 

Other lower Cape towns (Chatham, Orleans, Eastham, etc) have pockets of exclusive property that 

bear the same effect as the warm water properties I previously described. 

 

Sandwich, on a percentage basis, also hosts far fewer second, or resort type homes than 

other Cape communities, which as previously stated, plays a major role in the relationship 

between value base and services, (and revenue) required. 

 

In reality, Sandwich’s value base and tax coverage looks more in line with South Shore communities 

and less like Cape communities.  I realize these don’t represent any solution, but they are an 

explanation. 

 

 

2- Year Round Residency Percent 

 

Most Cape towns are notably higher (this is a lower service requirement versus contribution by 

payment) See Second Homes percentage 
Friends Plus Certificates  

versus contribution by payment) See Second Homes percentage 








